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REMARKS 

Claims 1, 2, 5, 6, 8 and 9 are amended. Claims 1-9, as amended, remain in the 
application. No new matter is added by the amendment, to the claims. 

ThP Rejections; - , R d 

to^Mfice Acrton dated Apri. 19, 2006, the Examiner touted Ctams 1- 3, 5, 6, 8 and 
, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpayable over ThiCow « a. (US 6,381,917) in vtew of 

Yoshikatsu at al (US 5,165,505). 

Regarding Cahns 1, 5 and 8, the Examiner stated that TOelow thsCoses a shaft door ( 
H. 1) witb a closing edge (14), wherein the don, pane, inCudes a ftont wan (2) and a ha* ~n 
(3), which wa.ls are spaced apart and connect together by tbennally re.eusab.e means (Co. J. 
L 43). however, ThiCow does no. disCose a proffle member fastened fo the b*k wa.1 o, the 
ocor panel. The Examiner further stated that Yoahfltats, teaches a pair of door pane* (F.g. 1 
each having a proffle member (28, Kg. 2 and 3) thermaily non-detachably fastened (Co.. 5, lanes 
,8 and 36, and Col. 7, line 18) to the bach wall and forming a rearward portion of the oloamg 
edge of me door panel as well as a portion of the fton, wCl(«gfon 0,29,21, 24Aand 30, F.g.3) 
taming a forwan. portion of the Cosing edge o, rhe door panel. According to the B_ tt 
would have ta. obvions to one of ordinary skin in the art fo modify Ore invention of Thaelow 
with the teaching of Yoshikatsu to afford me means of channeling smoke fo, Ma capture and 
ventilation, for the safety of occupants in a shaft. 

Regarding Cairn 2, the Examiner stared that Yoshikatso reaches said profile member 
configured fo fonn a rearward door gap with an adjacent Cosing edge of an opposite door panel 

^ ^Regarding Cairn 3, the Examiner stated that Yoshikatsu teaches a forward door gap and a 
rearward doo, gap having lateral positions different with respect to one another (F.g. 3). 

Regarding Cairn 6, the Examiner staled that Yoshikatsu teaches a forward door gap and a 
marward door gap having positions different with respect to one another (Fig. 3). Accordmg to 
me Examiner, it would have been obvioua fo one of ordhnuy skill in the art fo mod* the 
invention of Thielow with the teaching of Yoshikatsu, as reviewed in Cairns 2, 3 and 6, tn 
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„ v i ,» . mn v f for its capture and ventilation, for the purpose of 
keeping with a means of channeling smoke for its capture 

occup^tsafatyandisolattegenvhonmentstofacilitaterecovery. 

TheEiraminerre i ec««iaaims4and7under35 U .S.C. 103(a) aa heing nnpatenlahle over 
Melov hi view of Yoshika.au, and in former view o, PeMlain (US S M T* 
5ta «ed that the invenUon of Welow tacks me door gaps of the ins- invenhon and Yosmkatau 
^cbes a rearward and forward door gap, ye. .he door gaps extend parallel to one another. 
Furthermore, die Examiner admitted ma. Yoshika.su is silent regarding a door gap crossing an 
mi s o, symmetry of the respective door panels. The Examiner stated that Pe,vUa,n, however 
teaches his door gaps (Fig. 2) of ob»i,ne oriematton to one another and crossing .he ex* 
s „ of his door pane* (29 and 24, to derive the feamre of his -...second hoUow space 
32 ■ which '...serves as a chimney when the docs a* dosed." (Cel. 3, line g). Accordmg to 
^Examiner, it woold have bee. ohvious to modify the invention of Thielow with the teaching 
of Yoshika.su, as further* by Pelvilain, to further the beneficial venting of smoke for the safety 

of occupants in the shaft- 

With respect to Claim 9, the Examiner stated that although neither of the inventions of 
the aforementioned claims disclose a stationary door post for engagement of a single door panel, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art -to provide said post of design to 
provide the desired ventilation effects of the teaching of YoshiKatsu et al teach as furthered by 
Pelvilain, in as much as the mating portions of the engaging members are operationally idenbcal 
whether one or both of the engaging are slidably movable." 

Thftfitsoonse: 

IT* Examiner stated that acknowledgment is made of Applicants' claim for foreign 
priority based on an application filed in Switzerland on 2 July 2002, but noted, however, that 
Applicants have not filed a certified copy of the 01810640.1 application as required by 35 U.S.C. 

U9(b) Applicants note that the correct filing date for EP 01810640.1 is July 2, 2QQ1. The 
present application is a continuation of International Application PCT/CH02/00341 which claims 
priority from the EP application. The EP priority document was transmitted to the International 
Bureau of WIPO according to PCT rule 17.1(a) on July 17, 2002 on time. PCT Rule 17.2 (PCX) 
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nefines tha. do desired office shall ask the «W hinrse* » » •» » 

furnish such a copy. _ otT , hpT forms a 

AppUcants amended Claims 1. 3 -d S * —flr * P™ U < — *« *~ * 

to is in a dosed state wheteb, due » » *• »- — "* *" ** 

including Uw rearward portion of the cios.ng door edge subst.ntia.ly retains the regard to 
^ onchanged. Support fox these amendments is found in Figs. 2 and 3 wher^r. the rearwart. 
door gap 10 is shown and at Unas 17-29 on Page 3 of the specification. 

. . , , 0=im , , 3 < 6 8 and 9 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
The Examiner rejected Claims 1- J, =, o, o anu » 

unpatenlableoverThielowYoshikatsu. 

Thieiow shows an elevator Shaft door panel 1 including a fton. wall 2 and a back wall 3 
which walla are spaced apart and connected together by thermally reliable means 17, and 
profile members 13, 14 formed at side edges of the front wall 2. 

YoshikMSU shows a fire-preventing and smoke preventing elevator landing door. The 
to 5 is, as shown in Fig. 2, constructed as . thick structure comprised of mMismSm^ of 
. main unit 14 of the door and a heat insulin panel 16 whereby me door is capable of attauung 
a considerate heat moating effect Tbe main unit 14 is provided with a surface plate 6A, a 
vertica. reinforcing material TA, a back plate 9A and a heat insulating material 17A. A further 
hea, insulating shec, 18 is placed between the surface p>ate 6A and the vertical relnforcmg 
material 7A and the back plate 9A Tbe heat insulation panel 16 is feed <o the main urn, 14 and 
the space between is filled with die heat tab*, material 17A. A door stopping plate 28 * 
monnteri on each of the facing edges of the main units 14. These door stopping plates 28 
approach each other to be positioned side by side in proximity, with a clearance left between 
them when the door is closed caused by the to stopping rubber 30. 

An expansive material 24A (Fig. 3) is interposed between the door stopping plate 28 and 
a decorated plate 21 on the right hand unit 14, and mis expansive material 24A will expand wtth 
heat at the time of a fire to close the clearance between tile decorated plate 21 on the nght atde 
and tbe door stopping plate 28, thereby preventing smoke accompanied with hear from flowmg 
into the elevator shaft 8 through the clearance mentioned above. Former, a bUnd plate 31 rs 
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m onn.ed on each bac* p.a.a 9A. .his bUnd pl..e 3! being wim an app— . 

^ secUon, ana * posing on .he side o, me doo, stoppin g pia* * facing .he — - - 

8 so .ha. i. g»id« air, which will achieve a cooling effeo, in U>e vertical ditecnon. 

Voahiha.sn shows a .aye, shaft doo, wfth tt. *e, feaUKe ». a 
O^any expansive mafcria. 24 Coses gaps in the even, of fire and proven* smoke ta. , flowmg 
ioto ft. shaft. Combining Yoshi.ca.au wfth Thielow »*. in an e.ev.,o, shaft doo, w* c^ng 
edges conning .hcmaHy expansive ma^ria. .ha. sea.s a doo, agains. to passing of smoke .n 

case of fire. . , 

* contrast, Applicants' claimed invention relates to an elevator shaft door havmg a door 
pan6 , with a closing edge and spaced apart front and back walls connected together by thermally 
Leasable connecting means. A profile member is thermally non-detachably fastened to the back 
wall and forms a rearward portion of the closing edge of the door panel and a rearward door gap 
with an adjacent closing edge when the door is in a closed state. A portion of the front wall 
forms a forward portion of the closing edge of the door panel; whereby due to a heating m the 
event of fire the front wall curves and the back wall and thus also the rearward portion of the 
closing edge substantially retain the rearward door gap unchanged. 

As explained above, Yoshikatsu combined with Thielow closes the gap in case of fire and 
a corresponding heating of the door using a thermally expansive material. There is no teaching 
in these references to retain the rearward door gap unchanged as recited in Applicants' chums. 

With respect to Claims 4 and 7, the Examiner stated that Pelvilain teaches his door gaps 
(Fig. 2) of oblique orientation to one another and crossing the axis of symmetry of his door 
panels 29 and 24. Pelvilan shows a door framework 23 having a door box 24 on the lobby side 
spaced from insulating plates 29 on the shaft side. Positioned between the box 24 and the plates 
29 are alternating heat insulating spaces 25 and heat insulating mats 26. The door box 24 forms 
two leaves that have facing edges with a gap therebetween (Fig. 2). An obliquely extending 
portion of the gap is located between a hollow space 32 and a seal near the plates 29. 
* Claims 4 and 7 define the rearward door gap as extending obliquely relative to the 
forward door gap and crosses an axis of symmetry of the door panel and the opposite door panel. 
The gap shown in Pelvilain is not a rearward door gap, nor does it cross the axis of symmetry of 
the door leaves. 
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„ vrew of d. am.— » *. clatas and *e above argents, Applicants be.reve 
M *. d*. « record .ow define ^ -eject — °- *• a " °' ieC ° rd - 
Accordingly, an earl, Nonce of Allowance ia respectfully requested. 
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